THE  EPITHALAMIUM

HELEN AND MENELAUS,

FROM  TUB

EIGHTEENTH IDYLL1UM OF THEOCRITUS.*

TWELVE Spartai) virgins, noble, young, and fair,

With violet wreaths adorned their flowing hair;

And to the pompous palace did resort,

Where Menelaus kept his royal court

There, hand in hand, a comely choir they led,      5

To sing a blessing to his nuptial bed.,

With curious  needles   wrought, and   painted

flowers bespread.

Jove's beauteous daughter now his bride must be,
And Jove himself was less a God than he;
For this their artful hands instruct the lute to

sound,                                                        10

Their feet assist their hands, and justly beat the

ground,

* Tills and the three [two] following IdylliuuiK were firwl

published in the Second miscellany.